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YANGTZE RIVER EXPRESS AIRLINES BEGINS NEW CARGO 

SERVICE FROM O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
 

CHICAGO – The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) today welcomed new 
cargo service by Yangtze River Express Airlines (YZR), a Chinese cargo carrier 
based out of Shanghai Pudong International Airport. The aircraft was greeted 
with an airfield water cannon salute by the Chicago Fire Department for its 
inaugural flight to Chicago O’Hare International Airport.  
 
“We are pleased to welcome Yangtze River Express Airlines to O’Hare 
International Airport from Shanghai Pudong International, one of our Sister 
Airports,” said CDA Commissioner Rosemarie S. Andolino. “Increasing 
international cargo service at Chicago’s airports is an important part of Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel’s overall vision to position Chicago among the most competitive 
cities in the global marketplace.”  
 
This new cargo service is a result of the CDA’s ongoing efforts to attract new 
domestic and international cargo and passengers carriers to the Chicago market.  
In March of this year, CDA Commissioner Andolino and Shanghai Airport 
Authority President Mr. Li De Run, signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) establishing a “Sister Airport” agreement between O’Hare and the 
Shanghai Airport Authority. The agreement, signed in Shanghai, China, outlines 
the process for the airports to share technical, commercial and environmental 
best practices, and set up joint working groups to work cooperatively on a wide 
range of areas including airport management, construction, planning, operations, 
information technology and sustainable development.  
 
The addition of Yangtze River Express Airlines is expected to bring 
approximately $3 million in annual economic activity to the Chicago region.  
 
Yangtze River Express Airlines was established in 2002. The airline will operate 
three direct round trips per week between Shanghai Pudong International Airport 
and O’Hare International Airport with a refueling stop in Anchorage, Alaska using 
a B747-4F aircraft. 
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Yangtze River Express Airlines is based in the People’s Republic of China and is 
mainly engaged in domestic and international air cargo and logistics related 
businesses. 
 
O’Hare currently serves more than 30 cargo airlines. The CDA’s plans for 
additional passenger and cargo service for Chicago are made possible by the 
increased capacity and efficiency at O’Hare under the O’Hare Modernization 
Program.  
 
For more information about Yangtze River Express Airlines, visit www.yzr.com. 
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Caption: Yangtze River Express Airlines inaugural flight at O’Hare International Airport on June 
22, 2011. Photo courtesy: Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA)/kp 
 
 
 
The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) is self-supporting, using no local or state tax dollars for 
operations or capital improvements at O’Hare and Midway International airports. Together, Chicago’s 
airports generate more than $45 billion in annual economic activity and create 540,000 jobs for the region. 
Please visit www.flychicago.com to learn more about the Chicago Department of Aviation.  
 
The CDA continues to incorporate and expand sustainable initiatives for airport planning, operations and 
maintenance, and concessions and tenants in accordance with the CDA Sustainable Airport Manual (SAM) 
Version 2.0, released in November 2010. To view case studies, lessons learned and new technologies, and 
for more information on the SAM, please visit www.airportsgoinggreen.org. 
 
The O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP) transforms O’Hare’s airfield from an outdated system of 
intersecting runways into a modern parallel runway configuration. The program will reduce overall delays at 
the Airport by 79 percent, and bad weather delays by 95 percent. It will create 195,000 new jobs and $18 
billion in additional economic activity each year. Please visit www.oharemodernization.org to learn more 
about the OMP. 
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